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Growth in retail trade slows 


The growth in retail turnover has continued to slow with the trend 
estimate for June 1994 showing 0.2 per cent growth. The monthly 
growth rate in trend estimates has gradually fallen from the peak of 


MONTHLY RETAIL TURNOVER 0.8 per cent recorded for December 1993. The annual growth rate June 
000 1994 on June 1993) was 5.8 per cent. 
as00 
noo The ‘other food stores’ industry showed a decline of 0.7 per cent for 
June 1994, a marked turnaround from January 1994 where growth of 
 seoaly tes = “ea nm 2.5 per cent was recorded. The clothing stores industry has shown a 
7000 pattern of accelerating declines for the last four months, culminating in 
1390 131 1999 1995 1954 a fall of 1.3 per cent for June 1994. By contrast, strong growth was 
recorded in the hotel, tiquor stores and licensed clubs industry, 
averaging around ().9 per cent a month throughout 1994 while the 
department stores industry recorded monthly growth rates of between 
0.5 per cent and 0.9 per cent for the same period. Grocers have shown 
moderate growth of around 0.3 per cent over the last three months. 
RETAIL AND SELECTED SERVICE INDUSTRIES TURNOVER 
Average monthly percentage 
Original change in trend estimates 
talue pi _ 
June 1994 9 3 months ended 12 months ended 
(S millions) June 1994 fune 1994 
Grocers, confectioners, tobaceonists 24514 0.3 (3 
* Butchers 169 — 0.5 -1.4 
Other food stores 555 ~0.2 1.2 
Total fond graup 3238 0? {1.3 
Hotels, liquor stores, icensed chabs 1018 0.8 7 
Department and general stores 906 OF 04 
Clothing and fabrics stores 531 -1.0 0.1 
Electrical stores 510 0.6 0.8 
Pharmacies 448 04 14 
Newsagertts 272 1.2 0.9 
Other industries 1450 na. na. 
All Industries & 392 0.3 os 


Of the State trends Victoria has shown a pattern of strong growth 
averaging about 0.9 per cent per month for the last five months. 
Comparatively, over the same period New South Wales and Queensland 
have shown moderate growth, with the remaining States recording no 
growth or declines. 


In seasonally adjusted constant price terms the estimate of turnover for 
June quarter 1994 declined by 0.2 per cent. This follows an increase of 
1.7 per cent in the March quarter 1994, 
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PERCENTAGE CHANGE 1993-94 ON 1992-93 
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RETAIL AND SELECTED SERVICE INDUSTRIES TURNOVER 
At average 1989-90 prices, seasonally adjusted 


Percentage change 


From From corresponding 
preceding quarter of 
S million quarter previous year 
1993 
June 22 201 1 0.4 
September 22 070 - 0.6 0.4 
December 22 491 19 2.3 
1994 
March 22 874 V7 4.2 
June 22 831 “02 2.8 


For further information, order the publication Retail Trade, Australia (8507.0), or 
contact Chris Kervin on (06) 252 70853. 


Livestock products summary 


The quantity of taxable wool received by brokers in the year to June 
1994 is estimated at 804,249 tonnes, a fall of 4.7 per cent from receivals 
in the previous financial year. 


In the eleven months to May 1994 whole milk intake by factories 
increased by 10 per cent when compared to the corresponding period to 
May 1993. 


Total red meat production for the 1993-94 ycar was up marginally on 
the previous year, the provisional estimate being 2,813,912 tonnes carcass 
weight. At year’s end, trend estimates of production were showing beef 
and veal trending dawn, with lamb, mutton and pigmeat on an upward 
trend. For total red meat, the trend estimate of production for the month 
of June was down 0.4 per cent. Chicken meat production maintained the 
upward production trend which began in April 1992 with an cstimated 
0.9 per cent rise in the trend estimate for June. 


LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTERINGS 
Percentage change 


Previous Corresponding month of 

mionth previous year 

Bulis, bullocks and steers -10.8 -13.2 
Cows and heifers —13.2 - 10.3 
Calves 53.8 15.1 
Sheep -197 -15.5 
Lambs -84 3.2 
Pigs 2.7 2.6 


The table shows movements in the numbers of livestock slaughtered in 
original terms. Seasonally adjusted figures are not yet available for these 
series, 


For further finformation, order the publication Livestock Products, Australia {7275.0}, 
or contact Penny Cooke on (06) 252 5435. 
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Trends in labour force activity 


some 9.5 million Australians aged between 15 and 69 had been in the 
labour force (that is, either worked or looked for work) at some time 


seer OE RET ERTENCT DURING YEAR during the year ending March 1994. Of these people, 6.9 million spent 
Al persons aged 15108 the whole year in the labour force and of those, 5.7 million (83%) 
Worked at some worked for al] 52 weeks. 


time duning the 
ycar 


The participation rate for males, which had remained steady at 

86 per cent for all ycars between 1988 and 1992, fell slightly in 1993 and 
1994 to 85 per cent. For females the participation rates increased to 

68 per cent in 1994 after remaining steady at 67 per cent for four years 
up to 1993. 


Looked for work 
at some time ™ 
during the year 


Not in the. 

labour force a 
some time dang 
the year 


i) 
Per cenit 


The greatest increase in participation rates since last year was for those 
aged 15 to 19, their rate reaching 72 per cent after rates of 69 per cent in 
1992 and 68 per cent in 1993. 


Australia’s civilian population included 12.3 million persons aged 
between 15 and 69 in March 1994. In the twelve months to that date: 


M 8.7 million persons (71%) worked at some time; 

J 2.0 million persons (17%) looked for work at some time; and 

O 5.4 million persons (44%) werc not in the labour force at same time. 
As oxpected, persons aged 20 to 54 years have high participation rates. 
Males in this age group have rates between 92 and 97 per cent while for 
females, the rates varied between 72 and 88 per cent. Of those persons 


who spent some time in the labour force, two-thirds were in the labour 
force for the whole year. 


FULL-TIME/PART-TIME STATUS OF THE LABOUR FORCE 


{per cent) 
March 1991 March 7994 
Males Females Persons Mates Females Persons 
Worked at some time 
during the year 82.0 62.6 72d 79.) 41.9 70.5 
Status of weeks worked 
Ail full-time 70.1 33.4 51.9 649 30.8 47.9 
More full-time 43 a5 3.9 46 3.8 42 
More part-time — 15 2.5 19 1.6 3.0 23 
All part-time 63 23.2 14.6 8.1 24.2 16.2 


Some 5.9 million persons had worked on a full-time basis only (that is, 
48 per cent of all persons aged 15 to 69). In 1991, 52 per cent had 
worked only on a full-time basis. The proportion of males who worked 
at some time, but working only full-time has decreased from 70 per cent 
in 1991 to 65 per cent in 1994. For females there has been a decrease 
from 33 per cent to 31 per cent over this time. 


Of the 2.0 million persons who looked for work at some time in the 

year, some 349,400 persons (225,300 males and 124,100 females) looked 

for work for the whole 52 weeks. 
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There were 3.5 million females and 1.9 million males who spent part of 
the year out of the labour force. Some 59 per cent of females reported 
“home duties/childcare’ and a further 16 per cent ‘attending an 
educational institution’ as their main activity while not in the labour 
force. In comparison, the most common main activities reported by 
males were ‘attending an educational institution’ (29%), and 
‘retired/voluntarily inactive’ (27%). Some 6 per cent of males reported 
‘home duties/child care’ as their main activity. 


For further information, order the publication Labour Force Experience, Australia 
(6206.0), or contact Michael jones on (06) 252 6503. 


Dwelling approvals remain strong 
despite fall in June 


DWELLING UNITS APPROVED The provisional trend for the total number of dwelling units approved 
Trend estimates hie) continued to grow in June 1994, despite a 4.9 per cent fall in the 
seasonally adjusted series from the record high May 1994 estimate. The 
trend rose by 1.1 per cent to 16,076 approvals in June 1994, the highest 


Teal dvelling ° monthly figure recorded for this scrics, following increases of 
" - 1.3 per cent in May and 1.1 per cent in April 1994. There would need to 
Private sectyy 9 be a fall of nearly 6 per cent in the seasonally adjusted serics in July to 
? halt this growth. The historical average monthly movement of this 
My ihe des Hew say series, regardless of sign, is 4 per cent. 


The growth in the provisional trend for the number of private sector 
houses approved has slowed in June 1994, as a result of a 7.8 per cent 
fall in the seasonally adjusted series. The trend rose by 0.7 per cent to 
11,057 in June, following growth of 1.0 per cent in May and 1.1 per cent 
in April 1994. A further small fall (of around 0.5%) in the seasonally 
adjusted series in July 1994 would sce the trend level off. The historical 
average monthly movement of this series is 4 per cent. 


In seasonally adjusted terms, the total number of dwelling units 
approved fell by 4.9 per cent in June 1994 to 16,051, but remained 

14.3 per cent above the June 1993 estimate. The number of private sector 
houses approved fell by 7.8 per cent in June 1994 to 10,757, but 
remained 6.5 per cent above the June 1993 estimate. 


DWELLING UNITS APPROVED, JUNE 1994 
Percentage change 


From previous Front corresponding 
Nitnmber month month of previous year 
Private sector houses 
Trend estimate 11057 0.7 8.5 
Seasonally adjusted 10737 -7.8 6.5 
Original 11429 -91 72 
Total dwelling units 
Trend estimate 16 076 1.1 10.3 
Seasonally adjusted 16051 —49 14.3 
Original 17 478 - 62 13.3 
Statistics Weekly For further information, order the publication Building Approvals, Australia (8737.0), 
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6 
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Our amusement and theme parks 
bring in the business 


During 1991-92 the 72 biggest amusement and theme parks in Australia 
attracted a total 11 million visitors and generated gross income of 

$236 million. Some 28 per cent of visitors attended the parks during the 
December and January holiday scason. 


These statistics are from a survey of all amusement and theme parks 
with gross annual income of at least $150,000 operating in Australia 
during 1991-92. The table below summarises the main findings by State. 


AMUSEMENT AND THEME PARKS, 1991-92 


Businesses Employment 
ak end Tata! at end Gross 
fune 1992 pisitars fune 1992 income 
Stinte (no.) (000) {no,) ($'000} 
New South Wales 25 3313 1 624 66 955 
Victoria 18 1948 5&8 19 215 
Queensland 7 4588 2781 139 713 
Rest of Australia 12 1182 221 10 344 
Australia 72 17031 4614 236 437 


Although New South Wales had the most amusement and theme parks, 
the parks in Queensland were the largest in terms of the number of 
visitors, employment and income. Takings per visitor were much higher 
in Queensland ($29.39) than in the other States (New South Wales 
$19.16, Victoria $9.29). 


Admissions and fares accounted for 50 per cent of gross income, while 
souvenirs, confectionery etc. accounted for 23 per cent, and food and 
drinks 22 per cent. 


The amusement and theme park industry is dominated by the four 
largest parks. These four parks accounted for 60 per cent of gross 
income, 45 per cent of total employment and 32 per cent of visitors. 


An important characteristic of employment in amusement and theme 
parks was the extent of casual employment. It accounted for almost 
70 per cent of total employment. Approximately 60 per cent of casual 
employees were females. 


During 1991-92, there were almost 17,000 live performances by 
musicians (60%) and other performing artists (40%) in amusement and 
theme parks. On average musicians received $141 per performance 
compared with $404 per performance by non-musicians. 


For further information, order the publication Amusement and Theme Parks, 
Australia (8675.0), ar contact Margaret Livingston on (03) 615 7588.. 
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Inquiries 


The ABS supplies a wide range of 
statistical information: 


through its bookshops 


O by mail order 
including subscription) 


J by facsimile 


electronically. 


To order any of the publications 
mentioned in Statistics Weekly or to 
inquire about the statistics and services 
available fram the ABS, contact 
Information Services at any of the 
offices listed below. An Information 
Consultancy Service in each office 
provides assistance of a more extensive 
or complex nature. 


ABS Central Office 


hI PCO Box 10 
BELCONNEN ACT 2616 


D6) 252 6627 
FAX (06) 253 1404 


ABS State Offices 


TT ONSW (02) 268 4611 
Vie, (03) 615 7000 
Qld (07) 222 6351 
WA (09) 360 5140 
SA (08} 237 7100 
Tas. (002) 20 5800 
NT (089) 432 111 
ACT (06) 207 0326 


Subscriptions 

To subscribe to Stairstics Weekly or any 
other ABS printed publication, phone 
the ABS Subscription Service toll-free 
on (008) 020608, or contact Information 
Services at any of the offices listed 
above. 


Editor 
Rad Leovic 
(06) 252 6104 
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Order from the following: 
Expected releases over the fortnight to 23 August 


The Labour Force, Australia, July 1994, Preliminary 
(6202.0; $11.00) 


Price Index of Materials Used in Building Other Than House 
Building, Six State Capital Cities and Canberra, June 1994 
(6407.0; $11.00) 


Price Index of Materials Used in House Building, Six State 
Capital Cities and Canberra, June 1994 (6408.0; $8.50) 


— 
Iz 


Price Indexes of Articles Produced by Manufacturing Industry, 
Australia, June 1994 (6412.0; $11.00) 


Housing Finance for Owner Occupation, Australia, fune 1994 
(5609.0; $11.00) 


Company Profits, Australia, June Quarter 1994 (5651.0; $11.00) 


Average Weekly Earnings, States and Australia, May 1994 
(6302.0; $13.00) 


Export Price Index, Australia, June 1994 (6405.0; $8.50) 


Price Indexes of Materials Used in Manufacturing Industries, , 
Australia, fune 1994 (6411.0; $11.00) 


Import Price Index, Australia, June 1994 (6414.0; $8.50) 


Selected releases: 3 to 9 August 


General 

Publications Issucd in July 1994 (1102.0; free over the counter} 

Economic Indicators, Vic., July 1994 (1307.2; $6.50) 

South Australian Economic Indicators, August 1994 (1307.4; $10.50) 

Demography 

Overseas Arrivals and Departures, Aust, May 1994 (3401.0; $6.50) 

Age and Sex Distribution of Estimated Resident Population, Qld — Data on 
Poppy Disk — Technica] Details and Explanatory Notes, June 1993 
(3217.3; $100.00) 

Age and Sex Distribution of the Estimated Resident Population, Qld, 1993 
(9224.3; 530.00} 

National accounts, Finance and Foreign trade 
International Investment Position, Aust, 1992-93 (5305.0; $41.0 
Labour statistics and Prices 

Price Indexes of Copper Materials, Aust., July 1994 (6410.0; $5.50) 

Price Indexes of Materials Used in Coal Mining, Aust., Junc 1994 
(6415.0; $11.00) 

Agriculture 

Agricultural Industries, Financial Statistics, Aust., 1992-93 Corrigendum 
(7507.0; free) 

Manufacturing, Mining, Energy, Service industries, 

Building and construction 

Manufacturing Production, Aust: Household Appliances and Electrical 
Equipment, May 1994 (8357.0; $9.00) 

Manufacturing Production, Aust: Metal Products, May 1994 (8367.0; 57.00) 

Mining Industry, Aust., 1992-93 (8402.0; $21.50) 

Sales of Australian Wine and Brandy by Winemakers, June 1994 
(8304.0; $11.00) 

Dwelling Unit Commencements Reported by Approving Authorities, Vic., 
May 1994 (8741.2; $11.00) 

Building Approvals, Qid, June 1994 (8731.3; $11.00) 


The latest — consolidated to 9 August 1994 Q 
ee 


: 


Latest figure available Percentage change (a) on 
; Seasonally Previous Corresponding 
Key national indicators Period Units Original adjusted period period last year 
National accounts 
Gross domestic product (GDP(A}) at 198990 prices March qtr 94 $m 95 551 iD0 244 19 $.0 
International accounts 
Balance on current account (b} June 94 $m —1 65? —1439 -15 4 
Balance on merchandise trade (b} . * -3 ~ 160 43 19 
Balance on goods and services {b} ™ " -243 -116 70 65 
Merchandise exports . * 5223 $372 -2 6 
Merchandise imports . . - 3226 —4 532 -4 5 
Net foreign debt March qtr 94 : $n 167 264 na. +21 3.0 
Net foreign Liabilities " 233 967 na, =O.8 11.0 
Consumption and investnent 
Retail tumover at current prices June 94 $m 8 392 8616 —O.1 5.7 
New capital expenditure al current prices March gtr $4 . 5 728 6 307 -35 -2 
New moter vehicie registrations June 94 nie. S7 9450 $2133 2.2 9.3 
Production 
Manufacturers” sales at 1989-90 prices March gir 94 $m 35 184 37 572 2.3 9.9 
Dwelling unit approvals Tune 94 no. 17 478 16 05! -4.9 14.3 
Building approvals " $m 2912.5 2 741.7 31.5 36.2 
Building work done at 1989-90 prices Mareh qtr 94 " 5783 6236 ~24 0.0 
Prices 
Consumer price index . Tune qtr 94 1989-96 = 100.0 111.2 na, 0.7 1? 
Anicles produced by manufacturing industry May 94) 1988-89 = 160.0 115.8 ta. 0.3 to 
Materials used in manufacturing industries May 94 1984-85 = 100.0 123.2 ie: a 1.2 -1.7 
Labour force and demography 
Employed persons (d} June 94 "O00 7 892.7 7 882.0 0.2 2.8 
Participation rate + (d) " sa 62.7 62.9 0.3 0.2 
Unemployment rate t (cd) " " 9.6 10.0 0.2 -1.i 
Job vacancies May qtr 93 “O00 49.4 33.0 18.5 64.1 
Average weekly overlime per employee . hours 1.31 1.43 74 11.i 
Estimated resident population December gir 94 million 17.7 TL. 0.2 1.0 
Short-term overseas visitor arrivals April 94 ‘0ou Z55 27] ~ 10.6 12.1 
Incomes 
Company profits before income tax March qtr 94 $m 3150 6 545 34.1 41.7 
Av. weekly eamings, full-time adults; ordinary time May 94 8 616.90 617.60 1.3 3.2 
Financial markets 
Interest rates (c) (monthly average) 
90-day bank bills T June 94 % per annum 5.45 na. 0.6 0,2 
10-year Treasury bonds f June 94 " 9.65 na. 0.85 2.3 
Exchange rate — $US (c) June 94 per $A 0.7343 na. 1 ) 
(a) Based on seasonally adjusted figures where available. {b}) Hor percentage changes, a minus sign indicates an increase in the deficit; no sign means a decrease 
in the deficit or an increase in the surplus. {c} Source. Reserve Bank of Australia. an Later figures expected to be released Thursday, 11 August 1994. 
NOTES: + = change ig shown in terms of percentage points. na. = not available. 
Percentage change from same period previous year 
Key State indicators Period = NSW Vie. Qid SA WA Tas. NT ACT — Aust. 
New capital expenditure” December gir 93 -2.0 43 -204 ~273 26.8 ~305 na. ia. -15 
Retail turnover (trend estimate) June 94 7.1 5.1 6.7 3.8 59 47 na. 24 5.8 
New motor vehicle registrationst June 94 15.0 15.2 -6.8 13.5 45 15.5 5.1 25.7 93 
Number of dwelling unit approvais* June 94 M3 11.3 10.1 1.6 171 ~ 150 -41.0 207 14.3 
Value of total building work done March gtr 94 -R2 5.6 44 OF 20.6 46 20.3 -47 14 
Employed persons" June 94 2.8 2.8 47 =O2 25 13 1.6 2.4 28 
Capital caily consumer price index June qi 94 15 17 1.4 19 22 27 2.2 1.5 LF 
Aw. weekly carnings (full-time adult ordinary ime) February 94 45 1.6 448 21 1.9 4.0 ~O5 4. al 
Population September gtr 93 0.9 03 2.48 0.5 13 0.4 0.9 14 1.0 
Room nights in licensed hotels and motels, etc. March gtr 94 73 54 63 a4 93 3.9 16.6 15 47 


* Seasonally adjusted except for NT and ACT. f Seasonally adjusted. 

Figures have been taken from a variety of ABS publications. Copies may be cbtained from Information Services (see page 7}. Some of the figures shown are 

pret minary, some final, and some are revisions of previcus| published figures. Users should check the latest relevant publication or with che ABS Information 
ervices if the status of the statistic is important. The ABS should be acknowledged as the source when reproducing or quoting any part of this publication. 
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